
 

Quarterly Update Summer 2021 
Our Mission 

The Journey is committed to bringing hope and transformation to the 
Ardglen/Orenda communities, walking alongside children, youth and 

families as they take positive steps in their lives. 

 

Summer Day Camp! 
Four Hundred and Eight-Six days!  On Friday, March 13, 2020 The Journey 
paused 13 different programs.  At the time we thought this would be 
temporary – just a couple of months.  Now 486 days later we finally have 
on-site programming – our Summer Day Camp!  And, this is a special 
Summer Edition of our Newsletter to celebrate.  We are celebrating these 
early days of reopening The Journey for on-site programming and looking 
ahead to the Fall. 

We Never Stopped 
Yes, we paused 13 programs, but of course we never stopped serving our 
community.  Since that fateful Friday the 13th, The Journey has distributed 

food and grocery cards; loaned children Chromebooks; offered a virtual 
school program; provided a Christmas outreach and ran Toys for Tots; 
allowed limited access to our computers, printer and fax; assisted families in 
crisis; ran a community leadership program, taught virtual art lessons; 
offered online programs and a town hall; and on, and on.  But, during all this 
time we could only have a few people in The Journey at a time and we 
couldn’t offer any on-site programs.  Until Now! 

Safe Summer Camp 
So, how do you offer an on-site 
summer day camp in a safe manner?  
Well, first of all we had originally 
planned to offer a virtual camp, but 
with less then a week to go only three 
children were signed up.  No one, 
neither kids nor parents, wanted to do 
anything virutal, not after spending 
most of the school year in front of a screen.  So, we pivoted with only days 
to go and switched to an onsite camp and by the next day we had 13 
registered! 

To conform to restrictions at 
the time of our camp’s start 
and in order to provide a 
safe environment, we have 
had to limit our indoor 
attendance to 10 children, so 
to maximize our program we 
have divided our camp into 

two age groups.  The children 6-8 years old come on Monday and 
Wednesday and the 9-11 year olds come on Tuesday and Thursday.  On 
Friday’s all the children come, but we either hold our program outside, or go 
on a trip! 

In normal times we would have 60-70 
children at our two locations, but this 
summer we are celebrating to at least 
be able to provide a fun summer 
experience for 20 children and a break 
for their parents.  Thanks to the 
generous Federal Government’s 
Summer Jobs program we were able to 



hire six staff for the camp, 
three of them are 
returnees, one is a 
community resident, one a 
fall placement student and 
another a Brampton 
resident.  They have 
poured themselves into 
offering a fun camp 
experience with weekly 
themes covering heritage, 
sports, disney, science, 
animals & nature and 

holiday celebrations.  The Journey is pleased 
to be able to offer these young adults an 
employment opportunity that not only 
provids them with an income, but gives them 
the chance to make a difference in children’s 
lives.  We also want to acknowledge a 
generous grant from the City of Brampton to 
fund the programmimg. 

What Comes Next! 
There are still many uncertainties about this fall.  Will there be a fourth 
wave?  Can we run programs in the local elementary schools?  What are the 
start-up plans for our partners?  Who will volunteer to run our programs?  
How many placement students will we be able to accommodate? 

Yes, there are many questions, but we know that we will be opening our 
doors even wider in the coming months.  One of our priorities will be to 
offer school help for children.  Many of the children in our community fell 
behind in their education, so we will work hard to assist them to catch up.  
We are sure that our partners will be back at some point: Bridgeway’s Early 
Years program, Hammer Band’s violin lessons, Visions of Science’s STEM 
program and many more. 

We won’t be able to block off Ardglen for our annual street party, but we 
will hold a safe community BBQ.  Our Orenda Court location has been 
closed, but we will reopen it again.  As fall progresses we will do something 
special for Thanksgiving, offer a Halloween event, expand our programming 
beyond a focus on children – our 55+ Club members are anxious to meet 
again – and of course we will have a Christmas outreach. 

Ride For Refuge 
On Saturday, October 2 The Journey once again will be participating in the 
Ride For Refuge.  This is our annual fundraiser and an important source of 
support for our programs and outreach.  We would invite you to sponsor a 
team, or sign up and join us on the ride or walk! 

Ride for Refuge 2021 - The Journey Neighbourhood Centre 

A Note to Our Funders and Supporters 
THANK YOU for all of your support.  We wish to acknowledge many 
organizations and governments for their support over this past year of the 
pandemic. Grants and donations from the United Way Greater Toronto, 
Government of Canada, Region of Peel, City of Brampton, United Church of 
Canada, Brampton and Caledon Community Foundation; Regeneration 
Outreach Community; North Bramalea United Church; Toronto and Region 
Conservation Authority; Capital Power; Red Cross; Ontario Trillium 
Foundation and The Gap (Cambridge) have enable us to run summer camp, 
fund after school programs, distribute PPE, purchase and loan 
Chromebooks, distribute food and clothing, etc., etc., etc. 

The Journey is funded by many great organizations including: 

     

     

     

Check Out Our Website and Social Media Pages: 
 www.thejourneyneighbourhoodcentre.ca 

 facebook.com/thejourneyneighbourhoodcentre 

 TheJourneyNeighbourhoodCentre 

 @TheJourneyCtr 

 

 

The Journey Neighbourhood Centre 
9 Ardglen Drive 
Brampton, ON L6W 1V1 
905-230-8666   
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https://rideforrefuge.org/charity/thejourneyneighbourhoodcentre

